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to be an example and a comfort to your lady, and by
your wise counsel or comfort stand in the breaches of
your own family, and make it appear that you are
more to her than ten sons."
In later years when he comes across Dr. Clench's
boy of eleven years old, the list of whose amazing
accomplishments and feats of memory covers several
pages, Evelyn concludes the entry as follows:
"I counselled his father not to set his heart too
much on this jewel, Immodids brevis est aetas et rara
senectus as I myself learned by sad experience in my
most dear child Richard many years since, who, dying
before he was six years old, was both in shape and
countenance and pregnancy of learning next to a
prodigy/'
His daughter Mary died in 1685 of small-pox at
the age of nineteen. She had become a companion
to her father and he delighted in her company.
Without quoting all of the long entry in which he
enlarges on her talents and character, a few passages
must be given, because in touching language, with
an occasional apt phrase, Evelyn is describing the
features in a character he most admires. After de-
scribing her piety and wonderful memory, he refers
to her musical talent and the beauty of her voice,,
and adds:
"For the sweetness of her voice and management of
it added such an agreeableness to her countenance*
without any constraint or concern, that when she
sung, it was as charming to the eye as to the ear; this I
rather note, because it was a universal remark and
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